
UPCOMING 

EVENTS 

¶ January 19 - 22, 2010  
International        

Builders Show         

Las Vegas, Nevada  

¶ January 28th, 2010          

Holiday Party       

6:00pm to 8:00pm              

Treadwell Room,     

The Baranof Hotel 

¶ February 2nd, 2010     

Home Show          

Committee Meeting,    

Noon, SEABIA Office 

¶ February 4th, 2010      

Board of Directors 

Meeting , 5:30 pm     

Builders Plaza.              

Open to all members 

¶ February 16th, 2010     

Home Show          

Committee Meeting,    

Noon, SEABIA Office  

¶ March 5th-7th, 2010      

Juneau Home Show       

Centennial Hall            
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
Members and Friends, 
 

Another year has come and gone.  Despite our industry as a whole facing 

the most difficult times since the 1930ôs, your association has managed to 

maintain itself like it was an average year.  Specifically in 2009, we as an 

association have: 1) produced the second most profitable Juneau Home 

Show on record, 2) successfully hosted the 29th Alaska State Home Build-

ing Associationôs Convention, 3) maintained our operating budget in the 

black, and 4) maintained our association membership figures. 
 

As we look to this year, my goal is to continue to have SEABIA build upon the foundation 

thatôs been laid: to serve as a resource for our members and the public through education and 

advocacy efforts.  Having said this, our association can work much better if itôs not treated like 

a vending machine where you deposit your dues and expect automatic benefits.  Youôve heard 

this before and Iôll say it again: volunteerism is the heart of any association.  Whether it is join-

ing one of our many committees, helping at The Juneau Home Show, or writing a letter in sup-

port of one of our advocacy efforts, it all helps improve our efforts and your business.  So 

please consider putting some time into your association and help keep the heart pumping.   
 

On the state level, ASHBA is closely watching whatôs happening with Alaska Housing Finance 

Corporationôs energy and weatherization programs as well as the prospects for some kind of 

natural gas pipe line construction.   
 

Currently the Home Energy Rebate Program has an allocation of $160 million with $27.7 mil-

lion spent, and $134 million waiting for a potential final inspection.  The average customer has 

spent $10,400.00 and received a $6,100.00 rebate.  On average, energy savings have been 31% 

per year ($1,335.00).  Five hundred and twelve home owners are on the waiting list state wide 

and 2, 857 have received rebates.  The 5 Star Plus New Construction Energy Rebates paid out 

to 482 participants who built new single family homes.  Lately there has been a decline in par-

ticipation which is apparently due to the initial upfront costs and in some cases having to po-

tentially spend more than is reimbursed.  See http://www.ahfc.state.ak.us/home/index.cfm for 

more information. 
  

During ASHBAôs January board meeting, our guest speaker was CEO Harold Heinz from 

ANGDA (Alaska Natural Gas Development Authority).  He laid a case for Alaskaôs economic 

future based on how the oil giants play their cards over in the next 6-9 months.  The name he 

gave this period of negotiation and commitment to building one or two natural gas pipelines 

from the North Slope to market is ñOpen Season.ò  Unlike Southeast Alaska with is abundance 

of hydro power and barged oil to heat and light our homes, our northern neighbors are facing 

an uncertain future being reliant currently on a decreasing supply of natural gas and logistically 

expensive oil.  In short, our economic future will look considerably different over the next ten 

years depending on how ñOpen Seasonò plays out.  See http://www.angda.state.ak.us/ for more 

information. 
 

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns donôt hesitate to call our office or myself. 
 

John Wood  

President 

907-321-3298 
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Alaska Electric Light & Power 

Gayle Wood 
 

Alaska Pacific Bank 

Tom Sullivan 
 

B & R Construction  

Dwight Robidoux 
 

Burnett Construction 

Steve Burnett 
 

J DeSmett Construction 

Jeff DeSmett 
 

Shattuck & Grummett Inc.  

John Grummett 
 

WoodWeavers 

Glenn Weaver 
 

President  

John Wood 

OõRourke Construction 
 

Vice-President  

Jeff Boman 

Corban Custom Construction 
 

Treasurer  

Vickie Hutton  

Hutton & Hauber Tax      

& Accounting Services, Inc.  
 

Secretary  

Jamey Young 

Wells Fargo Bank 
 

Past President  

Russ McDougal 

MACõs Design & Construction 
 

Associate V.P.  

Tom Sullivan 

Alaska Pacific Bank 
 

Builder Director  

Don Nowlin 

Juneau Excavation 
 

Builder Director  

Rich Harris 

R.H.D. 
 

Associate Director  

Dale Pernula 

CBJ, Community Development 
 

Associate Director  

Alyssa McHenry 

First American Title 

 

 

Staff  

Executive Officer  

Valerie Williams 

 

Executive Assistant  

Tanya Roust 

 

2010 Board of Directors  

Seeking Land to Build a House Near Downtown Area 
 

The Juneau School District is seeking a donation or purchase of lot near 

the downtown area, Douglas or Twin Lakes, to build a house for the Jun-

eau-Douglas High School construction program. For more information 

contact,  Carin Smolin, Career and Technical Education Coordinator,    

523-1877, carin_smolin@jsd.k12.ak.us. 

 

Donôt forget to look at the House Build Project blog at: 

www.jdhshouse.blogspot.com   



PAGE 3 SE ALASKA  BUILDER NEWS 

 

 

2010 Home Show 
 

Reserve your booth 

now! 
 

Visit www.seabia.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Some tips and tricks for your exhibit space at the Home Show  
 
Attendees should immediately be able to recognize: 
- your level of professionalism 
- your company name 
- exactly what you have to offer  

 

¶ Allow attendees easy access in and out of your booth. Don't allow tables to barricade 
people in or out of your space. 

¶ Have professional signage. The Juneau Home Show does not allow any handwritten 
signage. 

¶ Make your exhibit space as interactive as possible. It will make attendees want to see 
what is going on in your booth. 

¶ Carpeting in your booth is not required, but strongly recommended.  

¶ Include greenery in your booth. It's amazing how far a little houseplant will go toward      
making your space more welcoming. 

¶ Giveaways can increase traffic to your booth. We highly recommend your giveaway is 
product appropriate as this will ensure quality leads. 

 

The staff of  SEABIA  is here to help. If you have any questions or concerns or if you just 
want to run an idea past us please feel free to call or send us an email.  
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Builders Warn of Debilitating Provision in Health Care Bill  

As congress moves to craft a final health care bill in the coming weeks, NAHB is leading the 
fight with other like-minded business groups to strip a jobs-killing provision in Senate legisla-
tion H.R. 3590 that would derail the fragile housing and economic recovery by placing a ma-
jor financial burden on builders.  The measure was approved by the Senate on Christmas 
eve by a 60 to 39 vote.   

Language offer by Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) and slipped into the Senate health care legisla-
tion at the last minute unfairly targets small construction firms with more than five workers by 
requiring them to provide health care coverage or face stiff fines.  Meanwhile, small busi-
nesses in all other industries would be exempt from providing mandatory health coverage if 
they employ 50 workers or less. 

NAHB has been alerting lawmakers that this requirement is patently unfair and dangerous 
for an economy that is only beginning to recover from financial collapse. It would place a 
huge competitive disadvantage on the housing industry, which under normal conditions ac-
counts for more than 17% of the nationôs gross domestic product but today continues to 
struggle for survival. 

Immediately after the Senate approved H.R. 3590, NAHB sent a letter to every senator ex-
pressing disappointment that the narrow employee mandate provision targeting the construc-
tion industry had been included in the health care legislation. The letter urged all senators to 
work with House and Senate conferees to strike this provision from the final measure. 

House health care bill H.R. 3962, which passed the chamber by a slim margin of 220 to 215 
on Nov. 7, contains no provision comparable to the Merkley amendment. 

NAHB lobbyists and grassroots members have been working diligently since Christmas to 
reach out to more than a dozen Democrats in the Senate and more than 50 Democratic cen-
trists in the House to explain how this provision threatens the viability of countless small 
home builders across the nation and to call on their support to strip this requirement from the 
final bill. 

NAHB has received positive feedback from Democrats in both chambers who oppose the 
Merkley amendment and Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D-Ark.) is leading the charge to gather    
support for a ñdear colleagueò letter to send to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.),   
urging his assistance to strike the provision from a final bill. NAHB is also working with 
House Democrats to pursue a companion letter to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.). 

At this time, it is expected that the usual House-Senate conference process to reconcile the 
two bills will be bypassed in an effort to avert any procedural stalling tactics from the GOP, 
which remains united in its opposition to both health care bills. 

As the process moves forward, NAHB will continue to push for the elimination of the Merkley 
language and seek other changes to address the concerns of the housing community and 
small businesses. 

To view the legislation, go to www.thomas.loc.gov/ and type the bill numbers in the box at 
the upper center of the page. 

For more information, e-mail cgutierrez@nahb.org at NAHB, or call him at 800-368-5242 
x8242.  

http://www.house.gov/pelosi/
http://thomas.loc.gov/
mailto:cgutierrez@nahb.org
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3 in 1 Membership (National, State, & Local) 

   National 

¶ Member Advantage               
  

¶ Access to Expert Advisers (Legal Support, Financial Experts, and Regulatory and Tech-

nical Specialists, and Librarians) 

¶ Nationally Recognized Education Programs 

¶ Receive a first-time International Builders Show attendee rate 

¶ Industry Publications 

¶ Complimentary subscription to Builder Magazine, monthly magazine dedicated to the 

building industry. 

   State 

¶ General Liability Insurance with ProBuilders-member discount  

¶ Lobbying 

¶ State Conventions/Education 

   Local 

¶ Special rates for continuing education workshops 

¶ Receive industry news that affects your bottom line through informative emails and 

newsletter 

¶ Receive tuition reimbursement for continuing education 

¶ Free listing on the association web site at www.seabia.com  

¶ Reduced fees at annual Home Show  

¶ Receive a free listing in the annual Membership Directory and purchase additional ad 

space (widely distributed across SE Alaska through member companies-realtors, mort-

gage offices, title companies, suppliers, during the Juneau Home Show and at Juneau 

Convention and Visitors Bureau 

¶ Board Room use for meetings with clients and employees 
 

Other Benefits through Membership 

¶ Powerful Advocacy  

¶ Invaluable Networking Opportunities  

¶ Exposure to the latest building products & services 

GM $500 discount 

Hewlett Packard discount 

Fed Ex & YRC Transportation 

Omaha Steaks 

Wyndham Hotel Group & Endless Vacation 

Rental 

FTD 

Hertz discount 

Office Depot discount 

Paychex 

Solveras Payment Systems 

NAHB Career Center 
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You Are Invited to  
SEABIAôs Holiday Party! 

 

January 28, 2010  

Treadwell Room, The Baranof Hotel  

6-8 pm  
 

Appetizers and a No -Host Bar  

Door Prizes  

Family & Friends are Welcome  
 

We hope you can join us!  

Better late than never!  


